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[bookmark: _Toc103935960]Herziening van de handelsnormen: stand van zaken

COM geeft stand van zaken. Er is nog niets definities beslist!
· Wat is er al gebeurd: 
· Opmaak inception impact assessment
· er is een publieke consultatie geweest, 
· gevolgd door een impact assessment die nog lopende is. 
· Eens deze af is, moet de juridische dienst van de Commissie worden geconsulteerd (inter service consultation) 
· (nvdr: de Europese voorstellen rond handelsnormen worden verwacht in Q4 2022)

· Rond verpakking verse groenten en fruit
· Vanuit de green deal en de inzet op de circulaire economie, heeft de COM een mandaat gekregen om de verpakking zoveel als mogelijk te vermijden
· FR heeft reeds verpakking in plastiek verboden voor zo’n 30 soorten groenten en fruit, LU volgt. Ook andere landen denken aan deze mogelijk
· Optie 1: verbieden van enkel de vervuilende verpakking
· Optie 2: alle plastiek verbieden (zoals in FR en LX), en enkel karton toelaten, maar zou veel problemen opleveren. Daarom uitzonderingen toelaten voor bvb. kwetsbare producten
· Optie 3: ook karton verbieden wanneer het niet nodig is. Ook hier moeten uitzonderingen worden toegelaten voor kwetsbare producten
· Tijdspanne die de COM in gedachte heeft: 2030

· Breakfast directives: 
· Producten in de sapsector waarbij suiker wordt onttrokken, willen “sap” genoemd blijven
· In F2F is er mandaat om verwerkt voedsel het suikergehalte te verminderen
· Optie: deze techniek toelaten, maar zonder health claim ‘met minder suiker’; je kan het wel sap blijven noemen
· Andere optie: technieken toelaten (maar misschien niet allemaal); die de authenticiteit van het sap behouden, omdat deze behandeling ingrijpend kan zijn

· Confituur:
· Vraag ontvangen van een aantal lidstaten om het min. suikergehalte te laten dalen
· COM geeft aan dat LS dit eigenlijk zelf al kunnen beslissen (sommigen doen dit al);
· Opties: minimum volledig weglaten en aan LS overlaten; verlagen van het minimumgehalte suiker; het minimum veranderen naar een maximum gehalte; gehalte aan fruit laten stijgen (zou op die manier overeen komen met de codex)

· Definitie marmelade: COM heeft van sector en EP vragen ontvangen om deze definitie te openen…

· Handelsnormen groenten en fruit G&f handelsnormen (verordening 543/2011)
· Deze verordening is nooit gelissaboniseerd in gedelegeerde -en uitvoeringshandelingen
· Deze oefening laat ons toe om de aparte verordeningen te integreren (druiven en bananen)
· Opties: generale definitie voor droog en gedroogd fruit, referentie hier is de UNECE standard
· Bijgesneden en “ready to eat” en “kitchen ready products’. COM zou deze laatste terminologie verwijderen en enkel verwijzen naar “trimmed and cut”, dit om het leesbaar te houden
· Case bananen die bedolven zijn onder assen van vulkaanuitbarsting: COM leert momenteel hiervan en bekijkt of er geen afwijkingen mogelijk zijn van de huidige handelsnormen
Opmerkingen:
· over plastiek: zullen deze regels er ook komen voor ingevoerde producten (SE)? COM zegt dat dit ook zal gelden voor ingevoerde producten, maar dat er natuurlijk eerst een WTO-notificatie (TBT) dient gemaakt te worden van de regelgeving
· afwegen voedselverspilling tegenover minder verpakking (SE). COM geeft aan dat hiervoor de uitzonderingen kunnen dienen
· Opmerking van IT om ook naar die producten te kijken die er esthetisch minder uitzien
[bookmark: _Toc103935961]Certificatie van hop en controle van ingevoerde hop: discussie

COM: 2 verordeningen binnen de hop zijn nog niet gelissaboniseerd:
· Verordening 1850/2006 rond certificering
· 1295/2008: rond de controle van invoer uit derde landen
De COM stelt vast dat de implementatie van de lidstaten in vele landen problematisch is, zo blijkt uit de notificaties die de lidstaten doen in het ISAMM systeem. Bovendien worden in de controles die wel uitgevoerd worden, amper fouten gevonden. Daarom stelt de COM zich de vraag of we niet over kunnen gaan naar zelf-certificatie zoals al gebeurt in de wijnsector. 
Aangezien de COM werk moet maken om deze verordeningen te lissaboniseren, is er ruimte om de manier van werken te verbeteren. De COM vraagt input van de LS tegen 3 juni. 
Duitsland geeft aan dat als grootst producerend land ter wereld van hop na de VSA, dat ze de kwaliteitssystemen wil laten bestaan. Er zijn namelijk grote prijsverschillen tussen hoppartijen, afhankelijk van de regio waar te zijn geteeld en welke variëteit.  Dit gegeven kan altijd fraude met zich meebrengen. 
Na de vergadering werden volgende 2 documenten verspreid:


[bookmark: _MON_1714387489]

En verder: de COM geeft aan dat een brief zal gedeeld worden met de lidstaten waarbij “overmacht’ kan worden ingeroepen worden op hoppartijen afkomstig uit Oekraïne. Op dit schrijven is deze brief nog niet beschikbaar. 

Duitsland geeft aan dat in verordening 1299/2007 de regels rond producentengroeperingen nog steeds niet zijn geschrapt, waardoor hop één van de weinige producten is die niet gedekt wordt door de verordening van de gemeenschappelijke marktordening. DE COM geeft de indruk niet op de hoogte te zijn van deze verordening, want verwijst naar de algemene regels in de GMO-verordening rond producentenorganisaties (artikel 154)


[bookmark: _Toc103935962]Marktsituatie groenten en fruitsector


Algemene marktsituatie: 
· Stijgende input kosten en moeilijke beschikbaarheid van inputs en materialen, waardoor investeringen vertragingen oplopen
· Inflatie zorgt voor dalende koopkracht van de consument, waardoor aankoop van verse producten minder is
· Daarom keurde de Commissie onlangs een aantal maatregelen goed, waaronder maatregelen ter bestrijding van marktverstoringen (artikel 219 van de GMO) om de zwaarst getroffen sectoren te kunnen ondersteunen. PL en ES zullen resp de appel en citrussector ondersteunen
· Wit-Rusland: ban is deels opgeheven, goed nieuws voor appels en peren
· UK zal checks op invoer verlaten naar eind 2023
· COM wil volledige vrijhandel met UA voor 1 jaar
· In ES werd begin april grote schade gerapporteerd bij vnl fruitbomen en amandelen
Inflatie:
· Blijft in de EU heel hoog (bijna 8% in maart, voor groenten 10.6%, en voor fruit 5.6%). Dit heeft voornamelijk te maken met de heropening van de belangrijkste economieën en stijgende energieprijzen. 
Buitenlandse agro-handel (Extra-EU):
· Zowel M als X zijn gestegen voor de gehele agro-voeding in EU, uitgedrukt in waarde (ook gedreven door de inflatie)
· Ook voor g&f zijn er stijgingen, vnl. voor verwerkte producten (waar de inputkosten hoger zijn)
Binnenlandse agro-handel (Intra-EU):
· Ondanks een trage start is in 2021 de intra-EU handel aangetrokken met 6%, met een stijging voor tomaten, aardbeien en veenbessen, die de daling van citroenen en appelsienen compenseerden.
· Het aandeel van Nederland en Spanje in deze intra-EU handel steeg met respectievelijk 7% en 8%. Samen vertegenwoordigen ze meer dan de helft van de totale intra-EU handel in groenten en fruit. 

Zoom-in op appels:

· Appelmarkt heeft 2 goede seizoenen gekend, met hoge prijzen, lage productie en goede vraag
· De oogst van het huidige seizoen wordt geschat op 12M ton, dit vooral door de hoge productie in Polen.
· Prijzen zijn gemiddeld voor PL, IT en DE en boven gemiddeld voor FR
· De X zit voor de eerste 7 maanden tot febr iets onder dezelfde periode vna het jaar voordien
· Stocks: liggen 15% hoger dan 5-jarig gemiddeld (vnl in IT en PL)

Zoom-in op appelsienen: zie presentatie
Zoom-in op tomaten:
· Ook deze winter waren de prijzen hoog. Dit door een lagere productie en hoge inputkosten.
· Invoer gestegen, vooral vanuit Marokko en Turkije. Door de lagere productie was dit nodig.
Internationale handel:
· Rusland-Oekraïne oorlog: 
· Groenten en fruit is niet de meest getroffen sector, Oekraïne was ook geen belangrijke outlet markt. 
· PL is meest getroffen lidstaat
· Citrus avocado’s en aardappelen zijn hardst getroffen producten
· Ander probleem: gebrek aan seizoensarbeiders die vaak van UA komen

· Vrijhandel met UA
· Wordt momenteel in Raad en EP besproken
· Alle tarieven vallen weg (industriële producten
· Voor g&f zal schade meevallen daar UA geen grote uitvoerder is van deze producten (droge erwten, bevroren fruit, noten en walnoten)
· Mss wel impact: verwijdering van 2 TRQ’s van verwerkte tomaten (10K ton) en appel/grape juice (20K ton). Deze quota is momenteel al ingevuld; COM monitort dit van nabij
· Wit-Rusland
· Invoerban voor 6 maanden die vnl. uitvoer van appels en peren belemmerde (+100K ton per jaar)
· Op 27 april heeft WitRusland beslist deze deels op te heffen omdat er problemen zijn inzake beschikbaarheid en prijzen van deze producten
Reactie lidstaten:
· IE en CZ zullen gebruik maken van artikel 219 om de groenten en fruit sector te ondersteunen. 
· ES: vnl hard geraakt voor citrus, en droogte zal belangrijke rol spelen daar dit gewas veel irrigatie nodig heeft; 
· PT: Zuid-AM landen kunnen niet uitvoeren naar RU, en voeren nu uit naar ons. Dit zorgt voor moeilijkheden voor onze sector
[bookmark: _Toc103935963]Implementatie regelgeving markttransparantie in de groenten en fruitsector



De Commissie presenteerde eerst de algemene verplichtingen en principes over markttransparantie uit de relevante wetgeving. Daarna gaf het een overzicht van de ingezonden meldingen van prijzen af-producent, af-pakstation, retail inkoopprijzen en bananen. 
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4_Point - hops import regulation for discussion.docx
Working paper concerning the Articles of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1295/2008 on the importation of hops from third countries

		Article, Paragraph 

		Text of the article of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1295/2008  on the importation of hops from third countries

		New Article



		



		Art. 1(1)

		Entry into free circulation in the Community of the products from third countries referred to in point (f) of Article 1 of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 shall be conditional upon proof being furnished that the requirements specified in Article 158(1) of that Regulation have been met.

		Entry into free circulation in the Community of the products from third countries referred to in point (f) of Article 1(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 shall be conditional upon proof being furnished that the requirements specified in Article 190(1) of that Regulation have been met.



		Art. 1(2)

		The proof referred to in Article 1(1) of this Regulation shall be furnished by production of the attestation provided for in Article 158(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007, hereinafter referred to as an ‘attestation of equivalence’.

		The proof referred to in Article 1(1) of this Regulation shall be furnished by production of the attestation provided for in Article 190(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013, hereinafter referred to as an ‘attestation of equivalence’



		Art. 2

		For the purposes of this Regulation, ‘consignment’ means a quantity of a product having the same characteristics and sent by the same consignor at the same time to the same consignee.

		For the purposes of this Regulation, ‘consignment’ means a quantity of a product having the same characteristics and sent by the same consignor at the same time to the same consignee.



		Art. 3

		Attestations accompanying hops and hop products imported from third countries issued by an agency authorised by the third country of origin and appearing in Annex I shall be recognised as attestations of equivalence. 

Annex I shall be revised on the basis of information communicated by the third countries concerned.

		1. Attestations accompanying hops and hop products imported from third countries  shall be recognised as attestations of equivalence when issued:

a. by an agency authorised to issue attestations by the third country of origin 

b. operators involved in the marketing of hop products produced or processed by them who have been recognised and received a permit from the competent authorities of the Member States to certify the the place(s) of production of the hops, the year(s) of harvesting and the variety or varieties in accordance with Article 190(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013, under supervision of the competent authorities designated.

2. On the basis of notifications from the competent authorities of third countries, the Commission shall draw up and update a list of agencies and a list of operators authorized to issue attestations containing the following information:

(a) name and address of agencies or operators in the hop product's country of origin responsible for issuing attestations;

(b) or, where non-existent in the country of origin, an already authorised agency outside the product's country of origin, for the purpose of issuing attestations for hop products.

3. The Commission shall make public the name and address of the agencies and operators notified by  competent authorities of third countries.

[Question: are there reasons against the simplification allowing registered operators to self-certify, like in the wine sector?]



		Art. 4(1)

		The attestation of equivalence shall be made out for each consignment and shall consist of an original and two copies to be drawn up on a form corresponding to the model set out in Annex II and in accordance with the rules set out in Annex IV.

		The attestation of equivalence shall be made out for each consignment and shall consist of an original and two copies to be drawn up on a form corresponding to the model set out in Annex II and in accordance with the rules set out in Annex IV.

[Question: can the content of the attestation be simplified? And/or the process?]



		Art. 4(2)

		An attestation of equivalence shall be valid only if it is duly completed and authenticated by one of the agencies referred to in Annex I.

		An attestation of equivalence shall be valid only if it is duly completed and authenticated by one of the agencies or operators referred to in the list made public by the Commission.



		Art. 4(3)

		A duly authenticated attestation of equivalence is one which shows the place and date of issue and which has been signed and bears the stamp of the issuing agency.

		A duly authenticated attestation of equivalence is one which shows the place and date of issue and which has been signed and bears the stamp [or electronic signature] of the issuing agency or authorized operator.



		Art. 5(1)

		Each unit of packaging covered by an attestation of equivalence shall bear the following particulars in one of the official languages of the Community: 

(a) the description of the product; 

(b) the variety or varieties;

(c) the country of origin; 

(d) the marks and numbers indicated in section 9 of the attestation of equivalence or the extract.

		Each unit of packaging covered by an attestation of equivalence shall bear the following particulars in one of the official languages of the Community: 

(a) the description of the product; 

(b) the variety or varieties;

(c) the country of origin; 

(d) the marks and numbers indicated in section 9 of the attestation of equivalence or the extract.



		Art. 5(2)

		The particulars provided for in paragraph 1 shall appear in legible, indelible characters of uniform size on the outside of the package.

		The particulars provided for in paragraph 1 shall appear in legible, indelible characters of uniform size on the outside of the package.



		Art. 6(1)

		Where, before its entry into free circulation, a consignment covered by an attestation of equivalence is split up and redispatched an attestation extract shall be drawn up in respect of each new consignment resulting from such splitting. 

The attestation shall be replaced by the necessary number of attestation extracts. 

Each extract shall be drawn up by the party concerned in one original and two copies on a form corresponding to the model given in Annex III and in accordance with the rules set out in Annex IV.

		Where, before its entry into free circulation, a consignment covered by an attestation of equivalence is split up and redispatched an attestation extract shall be drawn up in respect of each new consignment resulting from such splitting. 

The attestation shall be replaced by the necessary number of attestation extracts. 

Each extract shall be drawn up by the party concerned in one original and two copies on a form corresponding to the model given in Annex III and in accordance with the rules set out in Annex IV.



		Art. 6(2)

		The customs authorities shall endorse accordingly the original and the two copies of the attestation of equivalence, and shall countersign the original and the two copies of each extract. 

They shall retain the original of the attestation of equivalence, send the two copies to the competent authority as referred to in Article 21 of Regulation (EC) No 1850/2006 and return the original and the two copies of each extract to the person concerned.

		The customs authorities shall endorse accordingly the original and the two copies of the attestation of equivalence, and shall countersign the original and the two copies of each extract. 

They shall retain the original of the attestation of equivalence, send the two copies to the competent certification authority of the Member State and return the original and the two copies of each extract to the person concerned. [1850/2006 will be amended shortly and a list of certification authorities published on the europa website instead of a Regulation]



		Art. 7

		On completion of customs formalities required for release for free circulation in the Community of the product to which the attestation of equivalence or the extract relates, the original and the two copies shall be submitted to the customs authorities who shall countersign them, retaining the original. One copy shall be forwarded by the customs authorities to the competent authority, as referred to in Article 21 of Regulation (EC) No 1850/2006, of the Member State where the product enters into free circulation. The second copy shall be returned to the importer, who must keep it for at least three years.

		On completion of customs formalities required for release for free circulation in the Community of the product to which the attestation of equivalence or the extract relates, the original and the two copies shall be submitted to the customs authorities who shall countersign them, retaining the original. One copy shall be forwarded by the customs authorities to the competent authority of the Member State where the product enters into free circulation. The second copy shall be returned to the importer, who must keep it for at least three years.

[Question: can this process be simplified?]



		Art. 8

		If the consignment is resold or split up after it has been released for free circulation, the product must be accompanied by an invoice or other commercial document drawn up by the vendor, giving the reference number of the attestation of equivalence or of the extract, together with the name of the authority which issued them. 

The following information from the attestation of equivalence or, as the case may be, the extract shall also be included on the invoice or commercial document: 

(a) for hop cones: 

     (i) the description of the product; 

     (ii) the gross weight; 

     (iii) the place of production;

     (iv) the year of harvest; 

     (v) the variety; 

     (vi) the country of origin; 

     (vii) the markings and identification numbers given in Section 9 of the attestation; 

(b) for products manufactured from hops, in addition to the particulars listed under point (a): the place and date of processing.

		If the consignment is resold or split up after it has been released for free circulation, the product must be accompanied by an invoice or other commercial document drawn up by the vendor, giving the reference number of the attestation of equivalence or of the extract, together with the name of the authority which issued them. 



The following information from the attestation of equivalence or, as the case may be, the extract shall also be included on the invoice or commercial document: 

(a) for hop cones: 

     (i) the description of the product; 

     (ii) the gross weight; 

     (iii) the place of production;

     (iv) the year of harvest; 

     (v) the variety; 

     (vi) the country of origin; 

     (vii) the markings and identification numbers given in Section 9 of the attestation; 

(b) for products manufactured from hops, in addition to the particulars listed under point (a): the place and date of processing.



		Art. 9(1)

		The Member States shall regularly carry out checks on a random basis to verify whether hops which are imported pursuant to Article 158 of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 comply with the minimum marketing requirements set out in Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 1850/2006.

		The Member States shall regularly carry out checks on a random basis to verify whether hops which are imported pursuant to Article 190 of Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 comply with the minimum marketing requirements set out in Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 1850/2006 [to be amended]



		Art. 9(2)

		The Member States shall report to the Commission, every year by 30 June, the frequency, type and result of the checks which were carried out over the year preceding that date. The checks shall cover at least 5 % of the number of hop consignments expected to be imported from a third country into the Member State in question during the year.

		The Member States shall report to the Commission, every year by 30 June, the frequency, type and result of the checks which were carried out over the year preceding that date. The checks shall cover at least 5 % of the number of hop consignments expected to be imported from third countries into the Member State in question during the year.

[Question: ISAMM 553… Can this be deleted/simplified? Also define “checks” – papers only or analysis of the product?]



		Art. 9(3)

		If the competent authorities of the Member States find that the samples examined do not satisfy the minimum marketing requirements referred to in paragraph 1, the corresponding consignments may not be marketed in the Community.

		If the competent authorities of the Member States find that the samples examined do not satisfy the minimum marketing requirements referred to in paragraph 1, the corresponding consignments may not be marketed in the Community.



		Art. 9(4)

		If a Member State discovers that the characteristics of a product do not conform to the details listed on the attestation of equivalence accompanying the product it shall notify the Commission thereof. 

In accordance with the procedure provided for in Article 195(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007, a decision may be taken to withdraw the agency having issued the attestation of equivalence for such products from the list in Annex I.

		If a Member State discovers that the characteristics of a product do not conform to the details listed on the attestation of equivalence accompanying the product it shall notify the Commission thereof.

[Question: this concerns ISAMM 554 – no report of non-conformity in the last 3 years, but few Member States submitted data]

The Commission may decide to withdraw the agency having issued the attestation of equivalence for such products from the list of agencies authorized to issue attestations referred to in Article 3. [Legal question: To be discussed if this is possible within the limits of the Basic Act]



		Art. 9(5)

		The notifications referred to in paragraphs 2 and 4 shall be made in accordance with Commission Regulation (EC) No 792/2009.

		The notifications referred to in paragraphs 2 and 4 shall be made in accordance with Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2017/1183.



		Art. 10

		By way of derogation from this Regulation, neither the production of the attestation referred to in Article 1(2) nor compliance with the provisions of Article 5 shall be required for the release for free circulation of the following hops and hop products where the weight per individual package does not exceed 1 kg in the case of hop cones and hop powder and 300 g in the case of hop extracts:

(a) small packages for sale to private individuals for their own use; 

(b) for scientific and technical experiments; 

(c) for fairs covered by the special customs arrangements for fairs. 

The description, weight and final utilisation of the product must appear on the packaging.

		[this provision should maybe go to a delegated act]

For the import of hop products, neither the production of the attestation referred to in Article 1(2) of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/XXX nor compliance with the provisions of Article 5 of that Regulation shall be required for the release for free circulation of the following hops and hop products where the weight per individual package does not exceed 1 kg in the case of hop cones and hop powder and 300 g in the case of hop extracts:

(a) small packages for sale to private individuals for their own use; 

(b) for scientific and technical experiments; 

(c) for fairs covered by the special customs arrangements for fairs.

The description, weight and final utilisation of the product must appear on the packaging

[ Question: Could derogations be extended, maybe to cover direct sales of imported hops to small breweries with an annual output below x hl to benefit small craft breweries?]



		Art. 11

		Regulations (EEC) No 3076/78 and (EEC) No 3077/78 are repealed. 

References to the repealed Regulations shall be construed as references to this Regulation and shall be read in accordance with the correlation table in Annex VI.

		na



		Art. 12

		This Regulation shall enter into force on the 20th day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

		na



		Annex I

		Agencies authorised to issue attestations in respect of: Hop cones CN code: ex 1210, Hop powders CN code: ex 1210, Saps and extracts of hops CN code: 1302 13 00

		Agencies and operators authorised to issue attestations in respect of: Hop cones CN code: ex 1210, Hop powders CN code: ex 1210, Saps and extracts of hops CN code: 1302 13 00



[Question: It seems that only hop powder is concerned, not  pellets? For which products are such attestations needed in the future?]

[image: ]



[The annex with the agencies (and possibly operators) should be moved to the AGRI website for easier updates.]



		Annex II

		Attestation of equivalence 

		Question: Same form as before?



		Annex III

		Extract of attestation

		Question: Same form as before?



		Annex IV

		Rules governing the forms referred to in Articles 4 and 6

		ANNEX IV RULES GOVERNING THE FORMS REFERRED TO IN ARTICLES 4 AND 6

I. PAPER The paper to be used is a white paper weighing at least 40 g/m2 .

II. SIZE The size is: 210 × 297 mm.

III. LANGUAGES

A. The attestation of equivalence must be printed in one of the official languages of the Community; it can also be printed in the official language or one of the official languages of the issuing country.

B. The extract of the attestation of equivalence must be printed in one of the official languages of the Community designated by the competent authorities of the issuing Member State 

IV. COMPLETION OF THE FORMS

A. The forms shall be completed by computer, typewriter or by hand; in the latter case, they shall be completed legibly in ink and in printed characters. B. Each form is individualised by a number given by the issuing authority, this number being the same for the original and its two copies.

C. In the case of the attestation of equivalence and its extracts: 

1. Section 5 shall not be completed for hop products made from blends of hops;

2. Sections 7 and 8 shall be completed for all products made from hops; 

3. the description of the products (Section 9) shall be one of the following: 

(a) ‘unprepared hops’: i.e. hops which have only undergone preliminary drying and packaging, 

(b) ‘prepared hops’: i.e. hops which have undergone final drying and packaging, 

(c) ‘hop powder’ (which shall include hop pellets and enriched hop powder), 

(d) ‘isomerised hop extract’: i.e. an extract in which the alpha acids have been almost totally isomerised, (e) ‘extract of hops’: i.e. other extracts than isomerised extract of hops, 

(f) ‘mixed hop products’: i.e. a mixture of the products referred to in points (c), (d) and (e) above, excluding hops; 

4. the description ‘unprepared hops’ or ‘prepared hops’ shall be followed by the word ‘seedless’ if the seed content is less than 2 % of the weight of the hops, and by the word ‘seeded’ in other cases; 

5. in cases where products made from hops are obtained from hops of different varieties and/or different places of production, these different varieties and/or places of production shall be stated in Section 9, followed by the percentage by weight of each variety from each production area making up the blend

[Question: can this be simplified?]



		Annex V

		Repealed Regulations with list of their successive amendments

		



		Annex VI

		Correlation table
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1210 Hop cones, fresh or dried, whether or not ground, powdered or in the

form of pellets; lupulin:
12101000 | - Hop cones, neither ground nor powdered nor in the form of pellets . 58
121020 |-
12102010 |~ Hop cones, ground, powdered or inthe form of pellts, with higher lupulin content:
lupulin 58

12102090 | -~ Other 58
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Working paper concerning the Articles of Commission Regulation(EC) No 1850/2006  on the certification of hops and hop products

		

		Text of the article of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1850/2006  on the certification of hops and hop products

		New Article



		



		Art. 1(1)

		Subject matter and scope

This Regulation lays down detailed rules concerning the certification of hops and hop products.

		



		Art. 1(2)

		This Regulation shall apply to:

(a) products referred to in Article 1 of Regulation (EC) No 1952/2005 

when harvested in the Community;

(b) products prepared from products referred to in Article 1 of that Regulation which have either been harvested in the Community or imported from third countries in accordance with Article 9 of that Regulation

		This Regulation shall apply to:

(a) fresh hop cones CN 12 10 10 covered by Part VI of Annex I of Regulation (EU) 1308/2013 when harvested in the Community or imported from third countries in accordance with Article 9 of that Regulation.

(b) products prepared from products referred to in Article 1 of that Regulation which have either been harvested in the Community or imported from third countries in accordance with Article 9 of that Regulation

[Question: is certification really needed for all hop products?]



		Art. 1(3)

		This Regulation shall not apply to:

(a) hops harvested on land owned by a brewery and used by that brewery in the natural or processed state;

(b) products derived from hops and processed under contract on behalf of a brewery, provided that those products are used by the brewery itself;

(c) hops and products derived from hops put in small packets for sale 

to private individuals for their own use;

(d) products manufactured from isomerised hop products.

However, Article 20 shall apply to the products referred to in points (a), (b) and (c) of this paragraph

		This Regulation shall not apply to:

(a) hops harvested on land owned by a brewery and used by that brewery in the natural or processed state;

(b) products derived from hops and processed under contract on behalf of a brewery, provided that those products are used by the brewery itself;

(c) hops and products derived from hops put in small packets for sale 

to private individuals for their own use;

(d) products manufactured from isomerised hop products.



However, Article 20 shall apply to the products referred to in points (a), (b) and (c) of this paragraph



		Art. 2

		Definitions

For the purposes of this Regulation, the following definitions shall 

apply:

(a) ‘unprepared hops’ means hops which have undergone only preliminary drying and packaging;

(b) ‘prepared hops’ means hops which have undergone final drying and final packaging;

(c) ‘seeded hops’ means hops marketed with a seed content exceeding 2 % of their weight;

(d) ‘seedless hops’ means hops marketed with a seed content not exceeding 2 % of their weight; 

e) ‘sealing’ means closure of the package under official surveillance and in such a way that the means of closure will be damaged when the package is opened;

(f) ‘closed operating circuit’ means a process for preparing or processing hops carried out under official surveillance and in such a way that no hops or processed products can be added or removed during the operation. The closed operating circuit starts with the opening of the sealed package containing the hops or hop products to be prepared or processed and ends with the sealing of the package containing the processed hops or hop product;

(g) ‘consignment’ means a number of packages of hops or hop products with the same characteristics presented at the same time for certification by the same individual or associated producer or by the same processor; 

h) ‘hop production areas’ means the zones or regions of production in the list prepared by the Member States concerned;

(i) ‘concentrated hop powder’ means product obtained by the action of a solvent on the product obtained by milling the hops, containing all the natural elements thereof;

(j) ‘competent certification authority’ means the body or department authorised by the Member State to carry out certification and to approve and control certification centres;

(k) ‘marking’ means labelling and identification;

(l) ‘certification centre’ means a venue where certification is carried out;

(m) ‘representatives of a competent certification authority’ means either personnel employed by the competent certification authority, or employed by a third party and authorised by the competent certification authority to carry out certification duties;

(n) ‘official surveillance’ means supervision of certification activities by the competent certification authority or its representatives;

 (o) ‘isomerised hop product’ means hop product in which the alpha acids have been almost totally isomerised.

		Definitions

For the purposes of this Regulation, the following definitions shall 

apply:

(a)  ‘hop cones’ means the dried inflorescences, of the (female) climbing hop plant (Humulus lupulus); these inflorescences, which are greenish yellow and of an ovoid shape, have a flower stalk and their longest dimension generally varies from 2 to 5 cm; [definition from Regulation (EC) No 1952/2005]

(b) ‘unprepared hops’ means  hops which have undergone only preliminary drying and packaging;

(c) ‘prepared hops’ means  hops which have undergone final drying and final packaging;

(d) ‘seeded hops’ means hops marketed with a seed content exceeding 2 % of their weight;

(e) ‘seedless hops’ means hops marketed with a seed content not exceeding 2 % of their weight; 

(f) ‘sealing’ means closure of the package under official surveillance and in such a way that the means of closure will be damaged when the package is opened;

(g) ‘closed operating circuit’ means a process for preparing or processing hops carried out under official surveillance and in such a way that no hops or processed products can be added or removed during the operation. The closed operating circuit starts with the opening of the sealed package containing the hops or hop products to be prepared or processed and ends with the sealing of the package containing the processed hops or hop product;

(h) ‘consignment’ means a number of packages of hops with the same characteristics presented at the same time for certification by the same individual or associated producer or by the same processor; 

(i) ‘hop production areas’ means the zones or regions of production in the list prepared by the Member States concerned;

(j) ‘concentrated hop powder’ means product obtained by the action of a solvent on the product obtained by milling the hops, containing all the natural elements thereof;

(k) ‘competent certification authority’ means the body or department authorised by the Member State to carry out certification and to approve and control certification centres;

(l) ‘marking’ means labelling and identification;

(m) ‘certification centre’ means a venue where certification is carried out;

(n) ‘representatives of a competent certification authority’ means either personnel employed by the competent certification authority, or employed by a third party and authorised by the competent certifi cation authority to carry out certification duties;

(o) ‘official surveillance’ means supervision of certification activities by the competent certification authority or its representatives;

 (p) ‘isomerised hop product’ means hop product in which the alpha acids have been almost totally isomerised.



		Art. 3(1)

		Hops presented for certification

1. Every consignment of hops presented for certification shall be 

accompanied by a written declaration signed by the producer giving 

the following data:

(a) the producer's name and address;

(b) the harvest year;

(c) the variety;

(d) the place of production;

(e) the parcel reference in the integrated administrative and control system (IACS) provided for in Article 17 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003 (1), or the land register reference or an official equivalent thereof;

(f) the number of packages in the consignment

		Hops presented for certification

1. Every consignment of hops presented for certification shall be 

accompanied by a written declaration signed by the producer giving the following data:

(a) the producer's name and address;

(b) the harvest year;

(c) the variety;

(d) the place of production;

(e) the parcel reference in the land register reference or an official equivalent thereof; [Question: is this much detail needed?]

(f) the number of packages in the consignment



		Art. 3(2)

		The declaration provided for in paragraph 1 shall accompany the consignment of hops throughout all processing or mixing operations and in any case until the certificate is issued.

		The declaration provided for in paragraph 1 shall accompany the consignment of hops throughout all processing or mixing operations and in any case until the certificate is issued



		Art. 4(1)

		Marketing requirements 

In order to be certified, hops shall comply with the conditions referred to in Article 2(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1952/2005 and the minimum marketing requirements set out in Annex I to this Regulation.

		Marketing requirements 

In order to be certified, hops shall comply with the minimum marketing requirements set out in Annex I to this Regulation.



[the definition of Article 2(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1952/2005 has been moved to Article 1]



		Art. 4(2)

		Compliance with the minimum marketing requirement relating to the moisture content of the hops shall be checked by representatives of the competent certification authority applying one of the methods described in Annex II(B). The method described in Annex II(B)(2) shall be approved by the competent certification authority and must give results with a standard deviation not exceeding 2,0. In the event of a dispute, compliance shall be checked by the method described in Annex II(B)(1)

		Compliance with the minimum marketing requirement relating to the moisture content of the hops shall be checked by representatives of the competent certification authority applying one of the methods described in Annex II(B). The method described in Annex II(B)(2) shall be approved by the competent certification authority and must give results with a standard deviation not exceeding 2,0. In the event of a dispute, compliance shall be checked by the method described in Annex II(B)(1)



[Question: should self-certification by growers and/or traders be allowed? Are there better/newer methods ?]



		Art. 4(3)

		Compliance with minimum marketing requirements other than the moisture content shall be checked in accordance with normal commercial practice. 

However, in the event of a dispute, the method described in Annex II(C) shall be used.

		Compliance with minimum marketing requirements other than the moisture content shall be checked in accordance with normal commercial practice. 

However, in the event of a dispute, the method described in Annex II(C) shall be used.



[Question: Are there better/newer methods ?]



		Art. 5

		Sampling

For the purpose of the control methods referred to in Article 4(2) and (3), samples shall be taken and treated in accordance with the method described in Annex II(A). Samples shall be taken, in each consignment, from at least one package in 10 and, in any case, from at least two packages in a consignment

		Sampling

For the purpose of the control methods referred to in Article 4(2) and (3), samples shall be taken and treated in accordance with the method described in Annex II(A). Samples shall be taken, in each consignment, from at least one package in 10 and, in any case, from at least two packages in a consignment

[Question: should self-certification by growers and/or traders be allowed? Do we need to go into details like that? If yes, could there be lighter rules for small consignments?]





		Art. 6(1)

		Certification procedure

The certification procedure shall include the issue of certificates and the marking and sealing of the packages

		Certification procedure

The certification procedure shall include the issue of certificates and the marking and sealing of the packages



		Art. 6(2)

		Certification shall be carried out before the product is offered for sale and, in any event, before processing.  It shall take place not later than 31 March of the year following the year of harvesting. Member States may set an earlier date.

		Certification shall be carried out before the product is offered for sale and, in any event, before processing.  It shall take place not later than 31 March of the year following the year of harvesting. Member States may set an earlier date.



		Art. 6(3)

		Marking shall be carried out in accordance with Annex III, under official surveillance and after sealing, on the unit of packaging in which the product is to be marketed.

		Marking shall be carried out in accordance with Annex III, under official surveillance and after sealing, on the unit of packaging in which the product is to be marketed. [Question: do we really need official surveillance? Is self-certification possible?]



		Art. 6(4)

		The certification procedure shall take place at the farm or at certification centres.

		The certification procedure shall take place at the farm or at certification centres. [Question: could producer groups play a role in certification?]



		Art. 6(5)

		If, after certification, the packaging of the hops is changed, with or without further processing, the hops shall be subject to a new certification procedure.

		If, after certification, the packaging of the hops is changed, with or without further processing, the hops shall be subject to a new certification procedure.



		Art. 7(1)

		Blending

Hops certified in accordance with this Regulation may be blended only under official surveillance in certification centres. 

		Blending

Hops certified in accordance with this Regulation may be blended only under official surveillance in certification centres.

[Question: is this still necessary?]



		Art. 7(2)

		Hops for blending must come from the same hop production area and the same harvest and be of the same variety.

		Hops for blending must come from the same hop production area and the same harvest and be of the same variety.

[Question: is this still necessary?]



		Art. 7(3)

		By way of derogation from paragraph 2, certified hops of Community origin which are from the same harvest but of different varieties and from different hop production areas may be blended in the manufacture of powder and extracts provided that the certificate accompanying the product states:

(a) the varieties used, the hop production areas and the year of harvesting; 

(b) the percentage weight of each variety used in the blend; if hop products have been used in combination with cone hops for the manufacturing of hop products, or if different hop products have been used, the percentage weight of each variety based on the quantity of cone hops which was used for the preparation of the input products;

(c) the reference numbers of the certificates issued for the hops and hop products used.

		By way of derogation from paragraph 2, certified hops of Community origin which are from the same harvest but of different varieties and from different hop production areas may be blended in the manufacture of powder and extracts provided that the certificate accompanying the product states:

(a) the varieties used, the hop production areas and the year of harvesting; 

(b) the percentage weight of each variety used in the blend; if hop products have been used in combination with cone hops for the manufacturing of hop products, or if different hop products have been used, the percentage weight of each variety based on the quantity of cone hops which was used for the preparation of the input products;

(c) the reference numbers of the certificates issued for the hops and hop products used.

[Question: pellets are not mentioned here – which products should be covered? Should there be other exceptions?]



		Art. 8

		Resale

In the case of resale of hops within the Community, after a certified consignment has been split up, the product shall be accompanied by an invoice or a commercial document drawn up by the vendor stating the reference number of the certificate.

The invoice or commercial document shall also bear the following information, taken from the certificate:

(a) the designation of the product;

(b) the gross and/or net weight;

(c) the place of production;

(d) the year of harvest;

(e) the variety

		Resale

In the case of resale of hops within the Community, after a certified consignment has been split up, the product shall be accompanied by an invoice or a commercial document drawn up by the vendor stating the reference number of the certificate.

The invoice or commercial document shall also bear the following information, taken from the certificate:

(a) the designation of the product;

(b) the gross and/or net weight;

(c) the place of production;

(d) the year of harvest;

(e) the variety



		

		HOP PRODUCTS

		



		Art. 9(1)

		Certification procedure

The certification procedure shall include the issue of certificates and the marking and sealing of the packages.

		Certification procedure

The certification procedure shall include the issue of certificates and the marking and sealing of the packages.



		Art. 9(2)

		Certification shall be carried out before the product is offered for sale.



		Certification shall be carried out before the product is offered for sale.





		Art. 9(3)

		Marking shall be carried out in accordance with Annex III, under official surveillance and after sealing, on the unit of packaging in which the product is to be marketed.



		Marking shall be carried out in accordance with Annex III, under official surveillance and after sealing, on the unit of packaging in which the product is to be marketed.

[Question: do we need official surveillance or can the producer self-certify?]



		Art. 9(3)

		Certification procedures shall take place in certification centres.



		Certification procedures shall take place in certification centres.

[Question: could this be simplified?]



		Art. 9(4)

		If, after certification, the packaging of the hop products is changed, with or without further processing, the product shall be subject to a new certification procedure.

		If, after certification, the packaging of the hop products is changed, with or without further processing, the product shall be subject to a new certification procedure.



		Art. 10(1)

		Preparation within a closed operating circuit

Prepared hops produced from hops which were certified unprepared may not be certified unless preparation took place within a closed operating circuit. The first subparagraph shall also apply to products prepared from hops as referred to in Article 1(4). 

		Preparation within a closed operating circuit

Prepared hops produced from hops which were certified unprepared may not be certified unless preparation took place within a closed operating circuit. The first subparagraph shall also apply to products prepared from hops as referred to in Article 1(4).

[Question: could this be simplified? Is a closed operating circuit really necessary?]



		Art. 10(2)

		If the hops are prepared in a certification centre: 

(a) the certificate shall not be issued until after preparation; 

(b) the original unprepared hops shall be accompanied by the declaration referred to in Article 3(1). 

		If the hops are prepared in a certification centre: 

(a) the certificate shall not be issued until after preparation; 

(b) the original unprepared hops shall be accompanied by the declaration referred to in Article 3(1).



		Art. 10(3)

		An identification number shall be given to the consignment of original unprepared hops before preparation. This number must appear on the certificate issued for the prepared hops. 

		An identification number shall be given to the consignment of original unprepared hops before preparation. This number must appear on the certificate issued for the prepared hops.



		Art. 10(4)

		With the exception of the substances listed in Annex IV, only the certified hops and hop products referred to in Article 1(4) of this Regulation may enter the closed operating circuit. They may enter only in the state in which they have been certified. 

		With the exception of the substances listed in Annex IV, only the certified hops and hop products referred to in Article 1(4) of this Regulation may enter the closed operating circuit. They may enter only in the state in which they have been certified.



		Art 10(5)

		If, during the production of extracts manufactured by the use of carbon dioxide, processing in the closed operating circuit has to be interrupted for technical reasons, the representatives of the competent certification authority shall ensure the sealing of the package containing the intermediate product at the point of interruption. The seals may be broken only by the representatives of the competent certification authority when processing resumes

		If, during the production of extracts manufactured by the use of carbon dioxide, processing in the closed operating circuit has to be interrupted for technical reasons, the representatives of the competent certification authority shall ensure the sealing of the package containing the intermediate product at the point of interruption. The seals may be broken only by the representatives of the competent certification authority when processing resumes

[Question: could this be simplified or even deleted? How often does this happen and is there a real danger and what is that danger?]



		Art 11(1)

		Official surveillance during production of hop products

In the case of production of hop products, representatives of the competent certification authority shall be present at all times when processing is taking place. They shall supervise the processing adequately at every stage, from the opening of the sealed package containing the hops or hop product to be processed to the completion of packing, sealing and marking of the hop product. The absence of representatives of the competent certification authority is permissible as long as it can be assured by technical means, approved by the competent certification authority, that the provisions of this Regulation are respected.



		Official surveillance during production of hop products

In the case of production of hop products, representatives of the competent certification authority shall be present at all times when processing is taking place. They shall supervise the processing adequately at every stage, from the opening of the sealed package containing the hops or hop product to be processed to the completion of packing, sealing and marking of the hop product. The absence of representatives of the competent certification authority is permissible as long as it can be assured by technical means, approved by the competent certification authority, that the provisions of this Regulation are respected.

[Question: what are these technical means and can the absence of the representative not be the standard case?]



		Art 11(2)

		Before changing to a different batch in a processing system the representatives of the competent certification authority shall ensure by official surveillance that the processing system is empty, at least to the extent necessary to ensure the elements of two different batches cannot be mixed.

If hops, hop products, spent hops or any other product derived from hops remain in parts of the processing system such as blending or canning containers while hops of another batch is being processed, these parts have to be disconnected from the processing system by suitable technical means and under official surveillance. They may be re-connected to the processing system under official surveillance only.

A physical link between the processing line for concentrated hop powder and that for non-concentrated hop powder shall not be allowed while either is operating.

		Before changing to a different batch in a processing system the representatives of the competent certification authority shall ensure by official surveillance that the processing system is empty, at least to the extent necessary to ensure the elements of two different batches cannot be mixed.

If hops, hop products, spent hops or any other product derived from hops remain in parts of the processing system such as blending or canning containers while hops of another batch is being processed, these parts have to be disconnected from the processing system by suitable technical means and under official surveillance. They may be re-connected to the processing system under official surveillance only.

A physical link between the processing line for concentrated hop powder and that for non-concentrated hop powder shall not be allowed while either is operating.

[Question: how can this be simplified?]



		Art 12(1)

		Information and record keeping

The operators of hop-processing plants shall provide the representatives of the competent certification authority with all information related to the technical layout of the processing plant.

		Information and record keeping

The operators of hop-processing plants shall provide the representatives of the competent certification authority with all information related to the technical layout of the processing plant.



		Art 12(2)

		The operators of hop-processing plants shall keep exact records concerning the mass throughput of hops processed. For each batch of hops to be processed records shall be drawn up which contain details of the weights of the input product and the processed product.

As far as the input product is concerned, the records shall furthermore contain the reference number of the certificate for all hop consignments involved and the variety of the hops. If more than one variety is used in the same batch the respective shares of their weights must appear in the records.

As regards the processed product, the variety shall also appear in the records, or, if the processed product is a blend, the composition by varieties. All weights may be rounded off to the nearest kilogram.

		The operators of hop-processing plants shall keep exact records concerning the mass throughput of hops processed. For each batch of hops to be processed records shall be drawn up which contain details of the weights of the input product and the processed product.

As far as the input product is concerned, the records shall furthermore contain the reference number of the certificate for all hop consignments involved and the variety of the hops. If more than one variety is used in the same batch the respective shares of their weights must appear in the records.

As regards the processed product, the variety shall also appear in the records, or, if the processed product is a blend, the composition by varieties. All weights may be rounded off to the nearest kilogram.



		Art 12(3)

		Records of the mass throughput shall be made under official surveillance and signed by representatives of the competent certification authority as soon as the processing of a batch has been completed.

They shall be kept by the operator of a processing plant for at least three years

		Records of the mass throughput shall be made under official surveillance and signed by representatives of the competent certification authority as soon as the processing of a batch has been completed.

They shall be kept by the operator of a processing plant for at least three years

[Question: is official surveillance really necessary for this?]



		Art 13(1)

		Change of packaging

While they are in circulation, hop powders and hop extracts may not undergo a change of packaging with or without further processing, unless this is done under official surveillance.



		Change of packaging

While they are in circulation, hop powders and hop extracts may not undergo a change of packaging with or without further processing, unless this is done under official surveillance. 

[Question: is official surveillance really necessary for this? Could everybody or only approved operators be allowed to do this without official surveillance?]



		Art 13(2)

		Where a change of packaging is carried out without any processing of the product, the new certification procedure shall comprise only:

(a) the marking of the new packaging;

(b) the entry on the original certificate of this marking and the change 

of packaging

		Where a change of packaging is carried out without any processing of the product, the new certification procedure shall comprise only:

(a) the marking of the new packaging;

(b) the entry on the original certificate of this marking and the change 

of packaging



		Art 14(1)

		Blending

Hop products certified in accordance with this Regulation may be blended only under official surveillance in certification centres.

		Blending

Hop products certified in accordance with this Regulation may be blended only under official surveillance in certification centres.

[Question: is official surveillance really necessary for this? Could everybody or only approved operators be allowed to do this without official surveillance?]



		Art 14(2)

		Certified hop products prepared from certified hops of Community origin which are from the same harvest but of different varieties and from different hop production areas may be blended in the manufacture of powder and extracts provided that the certificate accompanying the product states:

(a) the varieties used, the hop production areas and the year of harvesting;

(b) the percentage weight of each variety used in the blend; if hop products have been used in combination with cone hops for the manufacturing of hop products, or if different hop products have been used, the percentage weight of each variety based on the quantity of cone hops which was used for the preparation of the input products;

(c) the reference numbers of the certificates issued for the hops and hop products used.

		Certified hop products prepared from certified hops of Community origin which are from the same harvest but of different varieties and from different hop production areas may be blended in the manufacture of powder and extracts provided that the certificate accompanying the product states:

(a) the varieties used, the hop production areas and the year of harvesting;

(b) the percentage weight of each variety used in the blend; if hop products have been used in combination with cone hops for the manufacturing of hop products, or if different hop products have been used, the percentage weight of each variety based on the quantity of cone hops which was used for the preparation of the input products;

(c) the reference numbers of the certificates issued for the hops and hop products used.



		Art 15

		Resale

In the case of resale of hop products within the Community, after a certified consignment has been split up, the product shall be accompanied by an invoice or a commercial document drawn up by the vendor stating the reference number of the certificate. The invoice or commercial document shall also bear the following information, taken from the certificate:

(a) the designation of the product;

(b) the gross and/or net weight;

(c) the place of production;

(d) the year of harvest;

(e) the variety;

(f) the place and date of processing

		Resale

In the case of resale of hop products within the Community, after a certified consignment has been split up, the product shall be accompanied by an invoice or a commercial document drawn up by the vendor stating the reference number of the certificate. The invoice or commercial document shall also bear the following information, taken from the certificate:

(a) the designation of the product;

(b) the gross and/or net weight;

(c) the place of production;

(d) the year of harvest;

(e) the variety;

(f) the place and date of processing



		

		CERTIFICATE AND MARKING

		



		Art 16(1)

		Certificate

The certificate shall be issued at the stage of marketing for which the minimum marketing requirements shall apply.

		Certificate

The certificate shall be issued at the stage of marketing for which the minimum marketing requirements shall apply.



		Art 16(2)

		In the case of hop cones, the certificate shall include at least the following entries:

(a) the description of the product;

(b) the reference number of the certificate;

(c) the net and/or gross weight;

(d) the hop production area or the place of production as referred to in 

Article 4(3) (a) of Regulation (EC) No 1952/2005;

(e) the year of harvesting;

(f) the variety;

(g) the mention ‘seeded hops’ or ‘seedless hops’, as appropriate;

(h) at least one of the entries listed in Annex V, applied by the 

competent certification authority.



		In the case of hop cones, the certificate shall include at least the following entries:

(a) the description of the product;

(b) the reference number of the certificate;

(c) the net and/or gross weight;

(d) the hop production area or the place of production;

(f) the variety;

(g) the mention ‘seeded hops’ or ‘seedless hops’, as appropriate;

(h) at least one of the entries listed in Annex V, applied by the 

competent certification authority.





		Art 16(3)

		In the case of products prepared from hops, the certificate shall include, in addition to the entries listed in paragraph 2, the place and date of processing.



		In the case of products prepared from hops, the certificate shall include, in addition to the entries listed in paragraph 2, the place and date of processing.





		Art 16(4)

		The reference number of the certificate referred to in paragraph 2(b) shall be made up of codes designating, in accordance with 

Annex VI, the certification centre, the Member State, the year of harvesting and the relevant consignment.

The reference number shall be the same for all packages in a consignment.

		The reference number of the certificate referred to in paragraph 2(b) shall be made up of codes designating, in accordance with Annex VI, the certification centre or approved operator, the Member State, the year of harvesting and the relevant consignment.

The reference number shall be the same for all packages in a consignment.





		Art 17

		Information on the package

Each package shall bear at least the following entries in one of the Community languages:

(a) the description of the product, including the mentions ‘seeded hops’ or ‘seedless hops’, as appropriate, and ‘prepared hops’ or 

‘unprepared hops’, as the case may be;

(b) the variety or varieties;

(c) the reference number of the certificate.

These entries shall appear in legible, indelible characters of uniform size.

		Information on the package

Each package shall bear at least the following entries in one of the Community languages:

(a) the description of the product, including the mentions ‘seeded hops’ or ‘seedless hops’, as appropriate, and ‘prepared hops’ or 

‘unprepared hops’, as the case may be;

(b) the variety or varieties;

(c) the reference number of the certificate.

These entries shall appear in legible, indelible characters of uniform size.



		Art 18

		Hops from experimental strains

In the case of hops from experimental strains in the course of development and produced by a research institute on its own premises or by a producer on behalf of such an institute, entries referred to in Article 16(2)(f) and Article 17(b) may be replaced by a name or number identifying the strain in question.

		Hops from experimental strains

In the case of hops from experimental strains in the course of development and produced by a research institute on its own premises or by a producer on behalf of such an institute, entries referred to in Article 16(2)(f) and Article 17(b) may be replaced by a name or number identifying the strain in question.



		Art 19

		Proof of certification

The entries appearing on each package and the certificate which accompanies the product shall constitute proof of certification.

		Proof of certification

The entries appearing on each package and the certificate which accompanies the product shall constitute proof of certification.



		

		EXCEPTIONS

		



		Art 20 (1)

		Specific requirements 

In the case referred to in Article 1(3)(a), in respect of each crop, the brewer shall, by 15 November each year at the latest, send to the competent certification authority a declaration of the varieties grown, the quantities harvested, the places of production and the areas planted, together with the IACS or land register references or an official equivalent thereof. In addition, paragraph 2(a) to (d) and (f) shall apply mutatis mutandis, except where the hops are processed or used in their natural state in the brewery itself.

		Specific requirements 

In the case referred to in Article 1(3)(a), in respect of each crop, the brewer shall, by 15 November each year at the latest, send to the competent certification authority a declaration of the varieties grown, the quantities harvested, the places of production and the areas planted, together with the IACS or land register references or an official equivalent thereof. In addition, paragraph 2(a) to (d) and (f) shall apply mutatis mutandis, except where the hops are processed or used in their natural state in the brewery itself.



		Art 20 (2)

		In the case referred to in Article 1(3)(b), the competent certification authority shall, when the hops enter the establishment where they are to be processed, issue a document, upon application by the brewery, on which at least the following entries shall be entered in the course of the processing operations:

(a) a reference identifying the contract; 

(b) the recipient brewery; 

(c) the processing establishment; 

(d) a description of the processed product; 

(e) the reference number of the certificate or the attestation of equivalence of the original hops; 

(f) the weight of the processed product.

The document referred to in the first subparagraph shall be given a reference number, which must also appear on the packaging. In the case of blends of hops, the following additional indication shall be included on the document and on the package: ‘Mixture of hops for own use; may not be marketed’.

		In the case referred to in Article 1(3)(b), the competent certification authority shall, when the hops enter the establishment where they are to be processed, issue a document, upon application by the brewery, on which at least the following entries shall be entered in the course of the processing operations:

(a) a reference identifying the contract; 

(b) the recipient brewery; 

(c) the processing establishment; 

(d) a description of the processed product; 

(e) the reference number of the certificate or the attestation of equivalence of the original hops; 

(f) the weight of the processed product.

The document referred to in the first subparagraph shall be given a reference number, which must also appear on the packaging. In the case of blends of hops, the following additional indication shall be included on the document and on the package: ‘Mixture of hops for own use; may not be marketed’

[Question: can this be simplified?]



		Art 20(3)

		In the case referred to in Article 1(3)(c), the weight of the package may not exceed:

(a) 1 kg in the case of cones or powder;

(b) 300 g in the case of extract, powder and the new isomerised products; 

A description of the product and its weight must appear on the package

		In the case referred to in Article 1(3)(c), the weight of the package may not exceed:

(a) 1 kg in the case of cones or powder;

(b) 300 g in the case of extract, powder and the new isomerised products; 

A description of the product and its weight must appear on the package



		

		CERTIFICATION BODIES

		



		Art 21(1)

		Competent certification authority

Member States shall appoint a competent certification authority and ensure that the necessary controls and manuals of procedures are in place, with a view to guaranteeing a minimal quality of the hops and hop products as well as traceability.

		Competent certification authority

Member States shall appoint a competent certification authority and ensure that the necessary controls and manuals of procedures are in place, with a view to guaranteeing a minimal quality of the hops and hop products as well as traceability.



		Art 21(2)

		The competent certification authority, or its representatives, shall carry out certification. It shall have adequate resources to carry out its duties.

		The competent certification authority, or its representatives, shall carry out certification. It shall have adequate resources to carry out its duties.



		Art 21(3)

		The competent certification authority is responsible for ensuring the respect of the provisions of this Regulation. The permanence or frequency of compliance control shall be determined on the basis of a risk analysis by the Member State with a minimum frequency of once per month. The effectiveness of risk analysis parameters used in previous years shall be assessed on an annual basis.

		The competent certification authority is responsible for ensuring the respect of the provisions of this Regulation. The permanence or frequency of compliance control shall be determined on the basis of a risk analysis by the Member State with a minimum frequency of once per month. The effectiveness of risk analysis parameters used in previous years shall be assessed on an annual basis.

[Question: should controls be less frequent?]



		Art 22(1)

		Approval of certification centres

The competent certification authority shall approve certification centres, having a legal personality or sufficient legal capacity to be subject, under national legislation, to rights and obligations, and ensure that they have adequate facilities to carry out the necessary sampling, analytical, statistical and recording tasks.

On the basis of a risk analysis, but at least twice per calendar year, the competent certification authority shall carry out random on-the-spot checks of certification centres in order to verify compliance with the previous subparagraph. The effectiveness of risk analysis parameters used in previous years shall be assessed on an annual basis.

		Approval of certification centres

The competent certification authority shall approve certification centres, having a legal personality or sufficient legal capacity to be subject, under national legislation, to rights and obligations, and ensure that they have adequate facilities to carry out the necessary sampling, analytical, statistical and recording tasks.

On the basis of a risk analysis, but at least twice per calendar year, the competent certification authority shall carry out random on-the-spot checks of certification centres in order to verify compliance with the previous subparagraph. The effectiveness of risk analysis parameters used in previous years shall be assessed on an annual basis. [

Question: is this control necessary?]



Authorised operators

The competent certification authority shall approve authorized operators, having sufficient legal capacity to be subject, under national legislation, to rights and obligations, and ensure that they have adequate facilities to carry out the necessary sampling, analytical, statistical and recording tasks for the certification of their own production.

On the basis of a risk analysis, but at least once per calendar year, the competent certification authority shall carry out random on-the-spot checks of approved operators in order to verify compliance with the previous subparagraph. The effectiveness of risk analysis parameters used in previous years shall be assessed on an annual basis.



		Art 22(2)

		If it is found that in the preparation of hop products non-permitted components have been used, or that the components used do not conform to the entries in the certificate as provided for in Article 16, and if this is imputable to deliberate action or serious fault on the part of the certification centre concerned, the competent certification authority shall withdraw the approval of that certification centre.

Approval may not be restored for a period of at least 12 months following the date of withdrawal. On request of the certification centre from which approval was withdrawn, approval shall be restored after two years or, in serious cases, after three years from the date of withdrawal.

		If it is found that in the preparation of hop products non-permitted components have been used, or that the components used do not conform to the entries in the certificate as provided for in Article 16, and if this is imputable to deliberate action or serious fault on the part of the certification centre concerned, the competent certification authority shall withdraw the approval of that certification centre.

Approval may not be restored for a period of at least 12 months following the date of withdrawal. On request of the certification centre from which approval was withdrawn, approval shall be restored after two years or, in serious cases, after three years from the date of withdrawal.

[parallel rules for producers authorized to self-certify, if applicable

Question: should the withdrawal be notified to the Commission and the list updated or not?]



		

		COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLICATION OF LISTS

		



		Art 23(1)

		Notification to the Commission

Producing Member States shall notify to the Commission, by 30 June each year at the latest, of: 

(a) a list of hop production areas;

(b) a list of the certification centres and the code for each centre; 

(c) the names and addresses of the competent certification authorities.

		Notification to the Commission

Producing Member States shall notify to the Commission, by 30 June each year at the latest, of: 

(a) a list of hop production areas;

(b) a list of the certification centres and the code for each centre; 

(c) the names and addresses of the competent certification authorities.

[add list of producers authorized to self-certify, if applicable]



		Art 23(2)

		The notifications referred to in paragraph 1 shall be made in accordance with Commission Regulation (EC) No 792/2009 (1).

		The notifications referred to in paragraph 1 shall be made in accordance with Commission Regulation (EC) No 792/2009 (1).



		Art 24

		Publication of lists

The Commission shall ensure that the list of hop production areas and the list of certification centres and their code numbers are updated annually and available on the web site of the Commission (2).

(2) http://ec.europa.eu

		Publication of lists

The Commission shall ensure that the list of hop production areas and the list of certification centres and their code numbers are updated regularly and available on the web site of the Commission (2).





		Art 25

		Repeal

Regulation (EEC) No 1784/77 and Regulation (EEC) No 890/78 are repealed. References to the repealed Regulations shall be construed as references to this Regulation and shall be read in accordance with the correlation table in Annex VII.

		



		Art 26

		Entry into force

This Regulation shall enter into force on the 20th day following its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.

It shall apply from 1 April 2007.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

		



		

		ANNEX II

Methods referred to in Article 4(2) and Article 5

		



		A

		SAMPLING METHOD

		



		

		The following procedure shall be used to take samples of hop cones for determining the moisture content and, where applicable, the extraneous matter content:

		The following procedure shall be used to take samples of hop cones for determining the moisture content and, where applicable, the extraneous matter content:



		

		1. Sampling

(a) Packed hops

A weight of hops proportional to the weight of the package shall be taken from the number of packages specified in Article 5. Enough samples should be taken to ensure that there are enough cones to be representative of the package.

(b) Hops in a loose pile

Take equal portions from five to ten different places in the pile both at the surface and at various depths to constitute a sample. Place sample in the container as soon as possible. To avoid rapid deterioration, the quantity of hops must be sufficiently large to be highly compressed when the container is closed.

The sample must weigh at least 250 g.

		1. Sampling

(a) Packed hops

A weight of hops proportional to the weight of the package shall be taken from the number of packages specified in Article 5. Enough samples should be taken to ensure that there are enough cones to be representative of the package.



(b) Hops in a loose pile

Take equal portions from five to ten different places in the pile both at the surface and at various depths to constitute a sample. Place sample in the container as soon as possible. To avoid rapid deterioration, the quantity of hops must be sufficiently large to be highly compressed when the container is closed.

The sample must weigh at least 250 g

[Question: are there better ways to regulate the number and size of samples?]



		

		2. Mixture

The samples must be carefully mixed to be representative of the consignment.

		2. Mixture

The samples must be carefully mixed to be representative of the consignment.



		

		3. Sub-sampling

After mixing take one or more representative samples and place them in a waterproof, airtight container such as a metal box, a glass jar or a plastic bag, except where only the extraneous matter content is to be checked.



		3. Sub-sampling

After mixing take one or more representative samples and place them in a waterproof, airtight container such as a metal box, a glass jar or a plastic bag, except where only the extraneous matter content is to be checked



		

		4. Storage

Except during transport, samples must be stored in a cold place. Care should be taken to allow the samples to return to room temperature inside the container before opening for examination or analysis

		4. Storage

Except during transport, samples must be stored in a cold place. Care should be taken to allow the samples to return to room temperature inside the container before opening for examination or analysis



		B

		METHODS FOR CHECKING THE MOISTURE CONTENT OF HOPS

		



		

		1. Method (i)

Samples for moisture content should not be ground. It is important that they should be exposed to the air only for the minimum time necessary for their transfer from the container to the weighing vessel (which must have a lid).

Apparatus

Balance sensitive to 0,005 g.

Drying oven electrically heated and thermostated to 105 to 107 °C (the efficacy of the oven should be checked by the copper sulphate test).

Metal dishes 70 to 100 mm in diameter, 20 to 30 mm deep and provided with well-fitting lids.

Ordinary desiccators, suitable for accommodating the dishes and containing a desiccant such as indicator silica gel.

Method

Transfer 3 to 5 g of hops to a dish and close the lid before weighing. Weigh as quickly as possible. Remove the lid and place the dish in the oven for one hour exactly. Replace the lid, place the dish in a desiccator to cool for at least 20 minutes and then weigh the dish.

Calculation

Calculate the loss of weight as a percentage of the original weight of hops. 

The maximum deviation for individual estimation is 1 %.

		1. Method (i)

Samples for moisture content should not be ground. It is important that they should be exposed to the air only for the minimum time necessary for their transfer from the container to the weighing vessel (which must have a lid).

Apparatus

Balance sensitive to 0,005 g.

Drying oven electrically heated and thermostated to 105 to 107 °C (the efficacy of the oven should be checked by the copper sulphate test).

Metal dishes 70 to 100 mm in diameter, 20 to 30 mm deep and provided with well-fitting lids.

Ordinary desiccators, suitable for accommodating the dishes and containing a desiccant such as indicator silica gel.

Method

Transfer 3 to 5 g of hops to a dish and close the lid before weighing. Weigh as quickly as possible. Remove the lid and place the dish in the oven for one hour exactly. Replace the lid, place the dish in a desiccator to cool for at least 20 minutes and then weigh the dish.

Calculation

Calculate the loss of weight as a percentage of the original weight of hops. 

The maximum deviation for individual estimation is 1 %.

[Question: are there other methods? Do we need to define a method at all, or say “method approved by the Member State” to allow for future progress?]



		

		2. Method (ii)

Method using either an electronic weighing machine which dries the hops with infra-red rays or hot air, or an electric measuring apparatus, which registers on a scale the degree of humidity of the sample taken.

		2. Method (ii)

Method using either an electronic weighing machine which dries the hops with infra-red rays or hot air, or an electric measuring apparatus, which registers on a scale the degree of humidity of the sample taken.[Question: are there other methods? Do we need to define a method at all, or say “method approved by the Member State” to allow for future progress?]



		C

		METHOD FOR CHECKING THE EXTRANEOUS MATTER CONTENT

		



		

		1 Determination of the leaf, stalk and waste content

Sieve five 100 gram samples (or one 250 gram sample) using a 2 to 3 mm sieve. Collect the lupulin, waste and seeds and separate the seeds by hand. 

Place the samples on one side. Transfer the contents of the 2 to 3 mm sieve to a 8 to 10 mm sieve and sieve again.

The hop cones, leaves, stalks and extraneous matter are collected by hand from the sieve while cone leaves, seeds, lupulin waste and some leaves and stalks pass through. All this is sorted by hand and divided into the following groups:

1. leaves and stalks,

2. hops (cone leaves, hop cones and lupulin),

3. waste,

4. seeds.

Whereas it is extremely difficult to separate the waste and the lupulin precisely it is possible, using a sieve with a mesh size of 0,8 millimetres, to determine approximately the relative proportions of the waste and the lupulin.

When estimating the proportion of lupulin, it should be taken into account that the density of the lupulin is four times greater than that of the waste.

The various groups are weighed and the percentage which each group represents in the weight of the original sample is determined.

		1 Determination of the leaf, stalk and waste content

Sieve five 100 gram samples (or one 250 gram sample) using a 2 to 3 mm sieve. Collect the lupulin, waste and seeds and separate the seeds by hand. 

Place the samples on one side. Transfer the contents of the 2 to 3 mm sieve to a 8 to 10 mm sieve and sieve again.

The hop cones, leaves, stalks and extraneous matter are collected by hand from the sieve while cone leaves, seeds, lupulin waste and some leaves and stalks pass through. All this is sorted by hand and divided into the following groups:

1. leaves and stalks,

2. hops (cone leaves, hop cones and lupulin),

3. waste,

4. seeds.

Whereas it is extremely difficult to separate the waste and the lupulin precisely it is possible, using a sieve with a mesh size of 0,8 millimetres, to determine approximately the relative proportions of the waste and the lupulin.

When estimating the proportion of lupulin, it should be taken into account that the density of the lupulin is four times greater than that of the waste.

The various groups are weighed and the percentage which each group represents in the weight of the original sample is determined.

[Question: are there other methods? Do we need to define a method at all?]



		

		2. Determination of the seed content

Place a 25 g sample in a metal container with a lid and heat in a drying oven for two hours at 115 °C in order to neutralise the sticky resin. Wrap the dried sample in coarse cotton cloth and rub vigorously or beat mechanically in order to detach the seeds from the hops. Separate the dried and finely fragmented hops from the seeds with a grinder or a 1 mm metal sieve. Separate any items remaining with the seeds using either a sloping surface covered with emery paper or any other method which 

		2. Determination of the seed content

Place a 25 g sample in a metal container with a lid and heat in a drying oven for two hours at 115 °C in order to neutralise the sticky resin. Wrap the dried sample in coarse cotton cloth and rub vigorously or beat mechanically in order to detach the seeds from the hops. Separate the dried and finely fragmented hops from the seeds with a grinder or a 1 mm metal sieve. Separate any items remaining with the seeds using either a sloping surface covered with emery paper or any other method which gives the same result, i.e. retains the stems and other matter and permits the seeds to roll off. Weigh the seeds and determine the percentage of seeds relative to the weight of the original sample.

[Question: are there other methods? Do we need to define a method at all?]



		ANNEX III



		MARKING OF PACKAGES

(referred to in Article 6(3) and Article 9(3))

Packages shall be marked as follows, depending on the type of package:

(a) for hop cones put up in bales or ballots:

— printing on the package, or

— printing on adhesive seal;

(b) for hop powder in packets:

— printing on the packet, or

— printing on adhesive seal;

(c) for hop powder or hop extract in metal tins:

— printing on the box, or

— printing on adhesive seal or stamping into the metal;

(d) for sealed packages containing a consignment of packets or boxes of powder or extract:

— printing on the sealed package or the adhesive seal, and

— printing on each packet or box of powder or extract in the sealed package, or on its adhesive seal

		MARKING OF PACKAGES

(referred to in Article 6(3) and Article 9(3))

Packages shall be marked as follows, depending on the type of package:

(a) for hop cones put up in bales or ballots:

— printing on the package, or

— printing on adhesive seal;

(b) for hop powder in packets:

— printing on the packet, or

— printing on adhesive seal;

(c) for hop powder or hop extract in metal tins:

— printing on the box, or

— printing on adhesive seal or stamping into the metal;

(d) for sealed packages containing a consignment of packets or boxes of powder or extract:

— printing on the sealed package or the adhesive seal, and

— printing on each packet or box of powder or extract in the sealed package, or on its adhesive seal



		ANNEX IV



		Substances referred to in Article 10(4)

Substances permitted in the standardisation of hop extracts:

1. glucose syrups;

2. hot water extract prepared from hops

		Substances referred to in Article 10(4)

Substances permitted in the standardisation of hop extracts:

1. glucose syrups;

2. hot water extract prepared from hops

[Question: should the sugar content be on the label of the product? Are there other substances that are added?]



		ANNEX V

		ENTRIES REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 16(2)(h)

 — in Bulgarian: Сертифициран продукт – Регулация (ЕK) № 1850/2006,

 — in Spanish: Producto certificado — Reglamento (CE) no 1850/2006, 

— in Czech: Ověřený produkt – Nařízení (ES) č. 1850/2006, 

— in Danish: Certificeret produkt — Forordning (EF) nr. 1850/2006, 

— in German: Zertifiziertes Erzeugnis — Verordnung (EG) Nr. 1850/2006,

— in Estonian: Sertifitseeritud Produkt – Määrus (EÜ) nr 1850/2006, 

— in Greek: Πιστοποιημένο προϊόν — κανονισμός (ΕΚ) αριθ. 1850/2006, 

— in English: Certified product — Regulation (EC) No 1850/2006, 

— in French: Produit certifié — Règlement (CE) no 1850/2006, 

— in Croatian: Certificirani proizvod — Uredba (EZ) br. 1850/2006, 

— in Italian: Prodotto certificato — Regolamento (CE) n. 1850/2006, 

— in Latvian: Sertificēts produkts – Regula (EK) Nr. 1850/2006, 

— in Lithuanian: Sertifikuotas produktas – Reglamentas (EB) Nr. 1850/2006, 

— in Hungarian: Tanúsított termék – 2006/1850/EK rendelet, 

— in Maltese: Prodott Iccertifikat — Regolament (KE) Nru 1850/2006, 

— in Dutch: Gecertificeerd product — Verordening (EG) nr. 1850/2006, 

— in Polish: Produkt certyfikowany – Rozporządzenie (WE) nr 1850/2006, 

— in Portuguese: Produto certificado — Regulamento (CE) n.o 1850/2006, 

— in Romanian: Produs certificat – Regulamentul (CE) nr. 1850/2006, 

— in Slovak: Certifikovaný výrobok – Nariadenie (ES) č. 1850/2006, 

— in Slovenian: Certificiran pridelek – Uredba (ES) št. 1850/2006, 

— in Finnish: Varmennettu tuote – Asetus (EY) N:o 1850/2006, 

— in Swedish: Certifierad produkt – Förordning (EG) nr 1850/2006

		ENTRIES REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 16(2)(h)

[Reference to the Regulation has to be changed in IE language version added]



		ANNEX VI

		CODING AND COMPOSITION SEQUENCE OF CERTIFICATE REFERENCE NUMBERS (referred to in Article 16(4))

1. CERTIFICATION CENTRE A number between 0 and 100 communicated by the Member States. 

2. MEMBER STATES CARRYING OUT CERTIFICATION 

· BE for Belgium

· BG for Bulgaria 

· CZ for the Czech Republic

· DK for Denmark 

· DE for Germany 

· EE for Estonia 

· EL for Greece 

· ES for Spain 

· FR for France 

· HR for Croatia 

· IE for Ireland 

· IT for Italy 

· CY for Cyprus 

· LV for Latvia 

· LT for Lithuania 

· LU for Luxembourg 

· HU for Hungary 

· MT for Malta 

· NL for the Netherlands 

· AT for Austria 

· PL for Poland 

· PT for Portugal 

· RO for Romania 

· SI for Slovenia 

· SK for Slovakia 

· FI for Finland 

· SE for Sweden 

· UK for the United Kingdom 

3. YEAR OF HARVESTING 

The last two figures of the year of harvesting.

4. IDENTIFICATION OF THE CONSIGNMENT

The number given to the consignment by the competent certification authority (e.g. 12 BE 77 170225).

		[Question/remark: in case we can allow self-certification, we might need to add the “approved operator carrying out the certification, name, address and reference number” ]





		ANNEX VII



		Correlation table (referred to in Article 25)

		







ANNEX I

MINIMUM MARKETING REQUIREMENTS FOR HOP CONES (referred to in Article 4)

		Characteristics

		Description

		Maximum content (% of weight)



		

		

		Prepared hops

		Unprepared hops



		(a) Moisture

		Water content

		12

		14



		(b) Leaves and stalks

		Leaf fragments from branch tendrils, branch tendrils, leaf or cone strigs; to be classed as stalk, cone strigs must be at least 2,5 cm long

		6

		6



		(c) Hop waste

		Small particles resulting from machine harvesting, varying in colour between dark green and black and which generally do not come from the cone; the maximum contents indicated may include particles of varieties of hops other than those to be certified, amounting to up to 2 % of the weight

		3

		4



		(d) In the case of ‘seedless hops’, seed

		Mature fruit of the cone

		2

		2





[Question: are these standards still appropriate? Should they be amended or even deleted?]
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1. Overall F&V market situation 
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The fruits and vegetables (F&V) sector is affected by the current crisis characterized by raising input costs and difficult availability of some inputs and materials causing delays in investments and commercial operations 



The erosion of the consumer purchasing power of our consumers by the growing inflation is limiting the possibility to fully pass on the higher costs, while consumption of, at least, fresh products is taking the hit. 



Moreover, the on-going conflict is reducing exports opportunities and disrupting the supply chain, which for perishable products is very critical.



The re-routing of perishable products from war-affected region to the EU, which is a risk to the balance of the sector, has at least so far not materialized
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To cope with this situation the Commission has adopted on 23 March 2022 a package of measures. In particular, the exceptional market measures under Article 219 of the CMO will allow Member States to undertake actions in order to help the most affected sectors including the fruits and vegetables sector where pertinent (safeguarding-food-security-supporting-eu-farmers-consumers-war-ukraine.pdf (europa.eu)  PL and ES are propping out respectively the apple and the citrus sector



International developments:

Belarus ban (affecting mainly apples and pears from PL) has been partially lifted as of end of April

UK delays post-Brexit food checkes on EU imports until end of 2023

Full liberalization of trade for one year with Ukraine



Late frost at the beginning of April with significant reported damaged for ES (EUR150M of compensation claims and 85K hectares concerned) mainly on fruit trees (mainly peaches) and almonds. 
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Inflation

7

!

Very high inflation for EU27 due to reopening of economies and increases in energy prices



Increase also in annual consumer food price: the highest since the beginning of the pandemics in April 2020 due to increased input prices, challenges (logistics and labor) from the pandemics and higher agricultural product prices.



The increase is more pronounced in vegetables than fruits
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Input prices – March 2022
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Extra-EU agri-food trade (January 2022)
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In January 2022, EU agri-food trade (exports plus imports) reached a value of €28.3 billion; +25% compared to last year in January, in the middle of a COVID wave, but also +16% compared to the 3-year average.



EU exports reached €15.8 billion, +16% compared to last year. EU imports stood up at €12.5 billion, +38% compared to January 2021. These trade flows are rather high when compared to pre-COVID levels: +11% for  exports and +22% for exports compared to the 3-year average.



In terms of EU exports to the UK, January 2022 is categorized by a return to 2020 levels, after a decrease in 2021



monitoring-agri-food-trade_jan2022_en.pdf (europa.eu)
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Intra-EU and extra-EU F&V trade (January 2022)
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2. Zoom in on main products  
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Apples
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As a reminder, the apple market has experienced two very good campaigns (2019/2020 and 2020/2021) with high prices, lower production and sustained demand especially during the period of lockdowns;



For the current campaign (which started in August) the crop for EU27 is estimated close to 12M tonnes (higher than the preceding 5 year average and the « small » crop of the past marketing year) due to very generous crop in Poland; CAT 1 ex-packaging prices in Poland are still reported to be average (despite high stocks and Belarus ban) whereas prices in IT and FR are above;  



Exports are slightly below for the first 7 months August to February (680K tonnes for this season vs. 702K tonnes for previous season) with strong increase to Egypt and somewhat reduction to the UK. Export exposure to Russia, Ukraine and Belarus of 135K tonnes (year 2021) not negligible  over first two months loss of 31K tonnes exported to Belarus
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Oranges
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As a reminder, the two previous marketing campaigns were good (especially for the second half of 2019/2020 and first half of 2020/21) with above average prices, limited overlap between NH and SH and high demand in the EU (Covid-impact); 



For the current campaign (which started in October 2021) the crop estimation for EU27 is revised downwards to 6,1M tonnes due to low production in IT hit by bad weather conditions in Sicily resulting in high prices and shorter campaign in IT. Average for PT and EL whereas ES is below average for last two months. 



Imports have increased somewhat over the first five months Oct-Feb (221K tonnes vs. 197K tonnes for previous season) due to high imports from South Africa in October (shifted from September). Low imports from Egypt so far. Export exposure to Russia, Ukraine and Belarus is limited (around 22K tonnes in 2021).
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Tomatoes
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As a reminder, record high prices for fresh tomatoes in the EU over the summer months in 2021. The EU average calculated price is more than 1,4Kg/EUR with record prices registered in France (more than 3EUR/Kg). 



Prices for winter production high as production estimatedto be lower due to switching to other vegetables and/or specialized/smaller size tomatoes as well as a reflection of higher input costs (e.g. NL twice the 5 year average at more than 2EUR/Kg in April).



Imports have increased somewhat over the first five months from October to February of the campaign (415K tonnes vs. 369K tonnes) due to import increase from Morocco as well as Turkey. The decreasing export trend of the last seasons is also confirmed for this on-going campaign (106K tonnes vs. 151K tonnes) due to fewer tomatoes exported by NL and ES to the UK. Export exposure to Russia, Ukraine and Belarus is limited (around 18K tonnes in 2021).
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3. International  
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Russia-Ukraine war 



EU export of fresh F&V to Ukraine of around 367K tonnes in 2021 (in value Poland most affected MS and citrus, avocados and potatoes most affected products). Including processed, the potential lost export is EUR318M (2021 value). F&V is not the most impacted agri sector



EU exports of fresh F&V to Russia is limited (because of the ban), however exports of processed F&V and flowers/bulbs/live plants are quite significant (1 billion EUR in 2021) and could be entirely lost; Russia third export outlet for those products



The instability in the region could prompt the suppliers of these countries to consider repositioning their volume towards the EU (bananas, apples,  citrus and tomatoes the main products) – risk not materialized so far 



Possible lack of seasonal workers coming from Ukraine when are most needed during the harvest period
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Ukraine trade liberalization for one year 



Temporary suspension of all outstanding tariff: (i) industrial products subject to duty phase out by the end of 2022; (ii) fruits and vegetables subject to the entry-price system (EPS) and (iii) agricultural products and processed agricultural products subject to tariff-rate quotas + Temporary non-collection of anti-dumping duties on imports originating in Ukraine



Ukraine is not a major exporter of F&V products to the EU. In 2021 around 0.3M tonnes were imported comprising of products (main ones: dried peas, frozen fruits & nuts, walnuts) already entering the EU duty-free following the trade agreement in force since 2015.



Imports of products subject to EPS low (around EUR9M mainly cucumbers, tomatoes and apples); two main TRQs for F&V sector  processed tomatoes of 10K tonnes (vs. 2021 imports of  47K tonnes) and apple/grape juice of 20K tonnes (vs. 2021 imports of 31K tonnes). 
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On 6th of December 2021 by Government decree, Belarus banned the imports of certain goods originating from the EU (and other countries) as of 1 January 2022 for an initial period of 6 months. The list includes inter-alia all fresh fruits and vegetables (with the exclusion of potato seeds, onions and beans). Apples and pears are the products most exported (around 100K+ each annually) with significant reduction in trade flows over first 4 months. 



On 27th of April 2022 Belarus partially lifted the embargo (including on apples and pears) to “prevent problems with availability and prices increases” of the concerned products.



UK postponement for the 4th time of the introduction of sanitary and phytosanitary checks on EU fresh produce imports (which were supposed to be in place as of July 2022 and now have been pushed to the end of 2023). More details are expected to be released over the fall.
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Thank you for your attention!
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Farm gate situation (I)
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Farm gate situation (II)









4

Ex-packaging (I)
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Ex-packaging (II)
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Ex-packaging (III)
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Retail buying
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Bananas
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Situation per Member States (I)

Belgium:

Farmgate – fresh products: tomatoes & apples;

Ex-packaging – fresh products: pears;

Retail buying – fresh products: oranges, nectarines & peaches.

Bulgaria:

Farmgate – fresh products: tomatoes;

Ex-packaging – fresh products: apricots;

Retail buying – fresh products: tomatoes & apples.

Cyprus*:

Average selling price – fresh products: green bananas.
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Situation per Member States (II)

Czech Republic*:

Farmgate – fresh products: apples;

Ex-packaging – fresh products: apples;

Retail buying – fresh products: tomatoes, apples & oranges.

Denmark*:

Retail buying – fresh products: apples & oranges.

France:

Farmgate – fresh products: tomatoes & peaches;

Farmgate – for processing products: apples;

Ex-packaging – fresh products: apricots, table grapes, pears, cauliflowers & melons;

Retail buying – fresh products: tomatoes, apples, oranges, nectarines & peaches;

Average selling price – fresh products: green bananas.
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Situation per Member States (IV)

Germany:

Farmgate – fresh products: tomatoes;

Ex-packaging – fresh products: cauliflowers;

Wholesale – fresh products: yellow bananas.

Greece**:

Farmgate – fresh products: tomatoes, apples, oranges, nectarines & peaches;

Farmgate – for processing products: tomatoes & oranges;

Ex-packaging – fresh products: tomatoes, apples, oranges, nectarines, peaches apricots, table grapes, pears, lemons, clementines, mandarines, water melons & melons;

Ex-packaging – organic products: oranges;

Retail buying – fresh products: tomatoes, apples, oranges, nectarines & peaches;

Average selling price – fresh products: green bananas.
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Situation per Member States (V)

Hungary:

Farmgate – for processing: apples;

Ex-packaging – fresh products: apricots, table grapes, pears, water melons.

Ireland*:

Retail buying – fresh products: oranges.

Italy:

Ex-packaging – fresh products: apricots, table grapes, pears, lemons, clementines, mandarines, cauliflowers, eggplants, water melons & melons.

Netherlands:

Ex-packaging – fresh products: pears.
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Situation per Member States (VI)

Poland:

Farmgate – for processing: apples;

Ex-packaging – fresh products: pears, cauliflowers;

Ex-packaging – organic products: apples.

Portugal*:

Farmgate – fresh products: tomatoes, apples, oranges, nectarines, peaches & bananas;

Farmgate – for processing products: tomatoes & oranges;

Ex-packaging – fresh products: tomatoes, apples, oranges, nectarines, peaches, table grapes, pears, mandarines;

Retail buying – fresh products: tomatoes, apples & oranges;

Average selling price – fresh products: green bananas.
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Situation per Member States (VII)

Romania*:

Farmgate – fresh products: tomatoes & apples;

Ex-packaging – fresh products: tomatoes, apples, eggplants & water melons;

Retail buying – fresh products: tomatoes, apples & oranges.

Spain:

Farmgate – for processing products: tomatoes, apples & oranges;

Ex-packaging – fresh products: apricots, table grapes, pears, satsumas, lemons, clementines, mandarines, cauliflowers, eggplants, water melons & melons;

Ex-packaging – organic products: tomatoes, oranges, nectarines & peaches;

Retail buying – fresh products: tomatoes, apples, oranges, nectarines & peaches;

Average selling price – fresh products: green bananas.
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Thank you







image1.png

European

Commission
——






image2.png

Agriculture
and Rural
Development






image3.png

European
Commission
——






image4.tmp

Type of products | Products | Member States not having sent the information regarding the methodology
Tomatoes | Belgium | Bulgaia | Germany | Greece | France | Portugal | Romania
Fresh products
. Czech ;
Atice 11 - Amex | APPles | Belgum | o BUL | Greece | Portugal | Romania
15(c) of Regulation
(EU) No 2017/1185, )
a5 amended by Oranges | Greeee | Portugal
Regulation (EU) No
2019/1746
Nectarines | Greece | Portugal
ISAMM Form 829
Peaches | Grecce | France | Portugal
Weekly
Bananas | Portugal







image5.tmp

Member States not having sent

[Cxpefomdte ERUED | et e Co e ety
Tomatoes
AMM Form 858 | Greece | Spain | Portugal
Yearly
For processing products
’ Apples
Article 12(a) - Amnex TL8(¢) of | 1y i Eom 857 | Spain | France | Hungary | Poland
Regulation (EU) No e
2017/1185. as amended by
Regulation (EU) No 2019/1746
Oranges
AMM Form 857 | Greece | Spain | Portugal







image6.tmp

Member States not having sent

Type of product; Product;
SR GRS € | the information regarding the methodology
Fresh products
Tomatoes | Greece | Portugal | Romania
Article 11 - Anex L5(a) of
Regulation (EU) No Crech )
2017/1185, as amended by | “PPI®S | pepupye | Oresee | Portugal | Romania
Regulation (EU) No
2019/1746 & Article 55(1) | ) o Poral
- Annex VI of Regulation ranges eece ortug:
(EU) No 2017/891
Nectarines | Greece | Portugal
ISAMM Form 744
Peaches | Greece | Portugal

Weekly







image7.tmp

Type of products Products Member States not having sent the information regarding the methodology
Apricots | Bulgaria | Greece | Spain | France | Hungary | Italy
Table grapes | Greece | Spain | France | Hungary | Italy | Portugal
Fresh products Pears | Belgium | Greece | Spain | France | Hungary | Italy |Netherlands| Poland | Portugal
Article 55(1) - Amex VI of |onmas | Spain
Regulation (EU) No 2017/891 Lemons Greece | Spain Ttaly
Clementines | Greece | Spain | Iltaly
Mandarines | Greece | Spain | Italy | Portugal
ISAMM Form 744
Cauliflowers | Germany | Spain | France | Italy | Poland
Weekly Eggplants | Spain Italy | Romania
‘Water melons | Greece | Spain | Hungary | Italy | Romania
Melons | Greece | Spain | France | Italy







image8.tmp

Member States not having sent the

Type of product: Product;
ype of products uets information regarding the methodology
Organic products :
Tomatoes Spain
Article 12(a) -
Annex I1.8(a) of
Regulation (EU) No LS Poland
2017/1185. as
amended by on Gr B
Regulation (EU) No =55 it e
2019/1746
Nectarines Spain
ISAMM Form 856
Peach Spai
Monthly e -







image9.tmp

Type of products | Products | Member States not having sent the information regarding the methodology
Tomatoes | Bulgaria | C2*% | Greece | Spain | France |Portugal |Romania
Fresh products atoes 22| Republic pain ortugal) Rom
Adticle 11 - Annex | Crech . .
1.5(d) of Regulation Apples | Bulgaria Republc Denmark| Greece | Spain | France | Portugal [Romania
(EU) No 2017/1185,
as amended by ot
Regulation (EU)No | Oranges | Belgium | - |Denmark| Greece | Spain | France | Ircland |Portugal |Romania
Republic
2019/1746
Nectarines | Belgium | Grecce | Spain | France
ISAMM Form 830 & pan
Weekly . .
! Peaches | Belgium | Greece | Spain | France







image10.tmp

Member States not having sent the

Type of product; Product;
S UetS | jnformation regarding the methodology
Wholesale - Yellow
Bananas
Asticle 11 - Annex L5(b) of ISAMM Form |
Regulation (EU) No 2017/1185, as 46 v
amended by Regulation (EU) No Weekly
2019/1746
Average selling price - Green
Bananas
Asticle 12(a) - Annex IL8(b) of | ISAMM Form ) )
Regulation (EU) No 2017/1185. as 47 Cyprus | Spain | France | Portugal
amended by Regulation (EU) No 3xiyear

2019/1746














image1.png
DN
7 ", Vlaanderen
( \\ is landbouw en visserij
\




